Effect of cryptorchidism on the morphology of testicular macrophages: evidence for a Leydig cell-macrophage interaction in the rat testis.
Macrophages and Leydig cells in the testes of adult rats which had been made bilaterally or unilaterally cryptorchid at birth were examined by morphometry for total mass, total number, volume density, and individual cell profile area. The total Leydig cell mass and the average size of Leydig cells, as well as the total mass and the average size of macrophages, were reduced in unilateral abdominal testes, but were unchanged in bilateral abdominal testes when compared to scrotal testes. Leydig cell and macrophage morphology were correlated suggesting a functional coupling between these cell types. The physiological significance of this cell interaction remains to be discovered.